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Learn how to track in a 
controlled situation first

1.1. Put collar in a known location Put collar in a known location –– try to try to 
get receiver to get receiver to ““lielie”” to you with back to you with back 
signalsignal

2.2. Find a hidden collar Find a hidden collar 

Now youNow you’’re ready to re ready to 
track a dog in the fieldtrack a dog in the field

Getting Started Tip #1



2

Getting Started Tip #2Getting Started Tip #2

Set Gain appropriatelySet Gain appropriately
Maxima Classic

2 or 3 bars 
show direction 
of strongest 
signal

Green lights 
only in 
direction of 
strongest 
signal

N

S

W Receiver

Example: the collar is east of Example: the collar is east of 
you and the Tracker receiveryou and the Tracker receiver

E
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Gain is set too high when collar 
reception is picked up 360 degrees.
Gain is set too high when collar 
reception is picked up 360 degrees.

Gain Setting 
on Receiver

Gain

Actual 
collar 
bearing

Gain Set Way Too High
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Gain Setting 
on Receiver

GAIN

Actual 
collar 
bearing

This is called back signal, when you 
are getting reception from the actual 
direction of the collar, but also 180 
degrees behind you.  In this situation, 
gain is still set too high. 

This is called back signal, when you 
are getting reception from the actual 
direction of the collar, but also 180 
degrees behind you.  In this situation, 
gain is still set too high. 

Gain Set Too High
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Gain Set Correctly
Gain Setting 
on Receiver

Gain

Getting Started Tip #3
Identify a line of sight (LOS) signal

Dog

• Strong signal

• Consistent bearing 
as you approach or 
move

• No bounce signal (if 
gain set correctly)

You will know you have 
achieved line of sight 
when you have: 
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Getting Started Tip #4

“Listen” from a good location
• Ridge top
• Best visibility (line of sight)
• Stay out of ravines and 

depressions

Identify a line of sight (LOS) signal

Getting Started Tips Getting Started Tips -- SummarySummary

1.1. Practice before needing to find Practice before needing to find 
a lost doga lost dog

2.2. Set Gain correctlySet Gain correctly

3.3. Identify a LineIdentify a Line--ofof--Sight signalSight signal

4.4. ““ListenListen”” from a good locationfrom a good location


